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McDonald and Firth advance to Finals on Day 1 of Paralympic Swimming World Championships in Canada
12th August 2013
Darragh McDonald and Bethany Firth will both be in Finals action on the first day of competition at the Paralympic Swimming World Championships in Montreal, Canada.
McDonald will be first up in the Final of the 400m Freestyle S6; an event he won Gold in at the London 2012 Paralympic Games. The 19 year old has the fastest time going into the race of 4:55.56, a personal best from the Games that should he swim again, he could retain the title.
Bethany Firth swam a new personal best in the heats of the 200m Freestyle S14, touching first in heat 2 in 2:13.78 ahead of London 2012 silver medallist Taylor Corry of Australia in 2:15.03. The Gold medallist in the event from London last September Jessica Jane Applegate of Great Britain was the fastest qualifier in 2:11.71.
Ellen Keane opened her championship account with a 9th place finish overall in the 100m Freestyle S9 clocking a time of 1:08.57 which was just off her personal best. Keane was pleased with the performance saying “I feel really happy, I’m glad I had an event I don’t normally do before my main strokes to get used to the pool and get used to racing, I’m looking forward to my main events now”. 
A further Press Release will issue following tonight’s Final session.
Results: Day 1 Heats
Darragh McDonald 400m Freestyle S6 – No Heat – Straight to Final
Ellen Keane 100m Freestyle S9 1:08.57 (9th)
Bethany Firth 200m Freestyle S14 2:13.78 (2nd)
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Day 1 Finals
Darragh McDonald 400m Freestyle S6 10pm
Bethany Firth 200m Freestyle S14 1.30am
END
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Media Contact: Trish Mayon Ph: +353 86 8094786
Email: pr@swimireland.ie
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Notes to the Editor:
· Swim Ireland in partnership with Paralympics Ireland will issue session reports following Irish athlete events throughout the Championships.
· Pictures will be syndicated by Sportsfile throughout the Championships.  Available reproduction fee free.
· Session Times: Heats 9am(2pm Ireland) Finals 5pm (10pm Ireland)
· Daily reports and results www.swimireland.ie & www.paralympics.ie
· Competition Website: www.paralympic.org/Events/Montreal2013 
· Live Streaming: www.paralympics.ie (finals sessions only) with Coverage on Channel 4/More 4
Sponsors
The Irish Team for the IPC Swimming World Championships are proudly sponsored by Allianz.
Shadow are the official kit supplier to the team.


	Day 1 – Monday 12th August

	Darragh McDonald S6 400m Freestyle
Ellen Keane S9 100m Freestyle
Bethany Firth S14 200m Freestyle


	Day 2 – Tuesday 13th August

	Ellen Keane S9 50m Freestyle
James Scully S5 200m Freestyle
Ellen Keane S9 200m Individual Medley


	Day 3 – Wednesday 14th August

	Darragh McDonald S6 50m Freestyle
James Scully S5 50m Backstroke
Jonathan McGrath S8 400m Freestyle
Ellen Keane S9 100m Breaststroke
Bethany Firth S14 100m Backstroke

	Day 4 – Thursday 15th August

	Ireland Men’s 4x100m Freestyle Relay


	Day 5 – Friday 16th August

	Bethany Firth S14 100m Breaststroke


	Day 6 – Saturday 17th August

	James Scully S5 100m Freestyle
Ellen Keane S9 100m Butterfly


	Day 7 – Sunday 18th August

	Laurence McGivern S9 100m Backstroke
Darragh McDonald S6 100m Freestyle
James Scully S5 50m Freestyle



IPC World Swimming Championships Schedule
Monday 12th – Sunday 19th August 2013
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